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The main intention of this course is to deliver students with a working knowledge of research in
this area by studying some of the canonical work (both theoretical and empirical) and then
exploring some of the frontier work. This will provide students both the basis on which to
identify some of the important research questions as well as an understanding of the techniques
that could be employed to address them. This course will focus on the following broad topics:
Incentives to innovation (including patents and rewards), growth theory, and spin-outs.

Evaluation:

Students will be evaluated on the basis of how well he or she understands the course materials.
Each student will do an in-class presentation of a paper (this could be with one of the papers on
the reading list or one chosen in consultation with the instructors). Prior to the presentation, the
student will be required to submit both a report of the paper and a slide deck for the presentation.
Each part of this will be evaluated. The report will be worth 20% of the final grade and the slide
deck and presentation will be worth 20%. In addition, students will develop and submit a
research proposal. The proposal will compromise 60% of the final grade and must include an
introduction highlighting the research question and why it is interesting, a literature review, and a
discussion of modelling possibilities and testing.
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